Injustice

A year on.

1. The five original arguments of the book (the views of many of those in power).
2. What has occurred in each area in the 12 months since final proofs checked.
3. What appear likely to occur in the near future in Britain if left unchecked.

First a note on what inspired the book — which was changed greatly due to reading
a draft of Kate Pickett and Richard Wilkinson’s “Spirit Level” (2009)

Danny Dorling, University of Sheffield

Given at the London School of Economics, 17** November, 2010
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What 18-21 year-olds are most likely to be doing

By home
location at
age 15

Absolute maximum group

[ New University
I Oid University
[ Full-time work

Source: A Tale of Two Cities
The Sheffield Project

http://www.sasi.group.shef.

ac.uk/research/sheffield/index.html



http://www.sasi.group.shef/

What 18-21 year-olds are second-most likely to be doing

o
b.

Second highest group

[ | Apprenticeship
[ New University
I Oid University
[ ] Unemployed

Source: A Tale of Two Cities
The Sheffield Project







Graph: Personal short term debt (credit card) as % of assets (OECD)
Map: Government net borrowing/lending deficit - national debt (EU)
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Each figure reprasents
1,000 people

If this chart continued at this scale, it would
have to rise eight feet to include the top full
figure at $300,000. To include the 20,000 more
people who declared more than $10 million

on their income tax returns (capital gains

are included on tax returns but not in the
government surveys’ definition of personal
income used to create the poster), the chart

would have to be twenty stories high.

A poster drawn by Stephen Rose
using 2005 income and wealth data.
Inset below is of poorest pensioners
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MY PLAN FOR WORKLESS

2000000
WORKLESS By ERNEST BEVIN

(General Secretary, Transport 8 General Workers' Union)

/ You oa 3

BACK T 5(R00L

fet. LOOK .
AFTER This

By ERNEST BEVIN

{General Secretar y. Transport & General Workers' Union)




The last time a million people aged
under 25 were unemployed was 1984

3.26: Numbers of People Registered as Unemployed by Age in Britain 1984-1994

'000s of people registered in each age group
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Inequality and meat

Meat consumption in kg per year per person

Inequality

Source: www.shef.ac.uk/sasi - see presentations: is more equal more green



http://www.shef.ac.uk/sasi

Municipal waste collected (kg per capita per year)

Inequality and waste
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Source: www.shef.ac.uk/sasi - see presentations: is more equal more green
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“When I'm worried about something | can talk to my mum or dad”

“When I'm worried about something I can talk to my friends”

“When I'm worried about something | can talk to an adult other than my
mum or dad”. Children who answered ‘yes’ to at least 2 of these 3:

GOR

North East

North West

Yorkshire and The Humber

Sheffield
East Midlands

West Midlands
East of England

London Source: “Tell

US” Survey —
South East cancelled
South West 2010

England

Emotional
health of
children
2008/09

63.6
65.0
64.3

60.4
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Emotional
health of
children
2009/10 change
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Income Inequality, share

held by richest 1%, 1918-2005+ Inequality, in survival chances

to age 65 in Britain, 1918-2005+ [BMJ]

-+Pre-Tax -®Post-tax
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Income inequality (X axis) verses He Ith
inequalities (Y axis) in Britain, 1918-2005

Electoral Inequality, Segregation Index

of Tory voters, 1918-2005+ - .
Sources: ‘Injustice’ Chapter 5 1 s —'\ﬂ/ .
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Difference between best

and worst-off districts by 12.45 years

life expectancy (years):
People




What appear likely to occur in the near future in Britain if current trends left unchecked?

When it comes to fortune-telling History looks back searching for certainties, Geography
looks across at alternatives:

Look to Portugal if you want to see what Britain might look like if we became a little bit
more impoverished and to see what happens where an aristocracy of the rich gains greater
power. Or look to Israel to see a country with similar inequality to the UK now (even less!).

If you want to see what the newly privatised UK higher education system will look like, turn
to the USA. If you want to know what our health system will look like if we allow those
determined to privatise it to get their way, then take another glance west at ‘for-profit’.

A race to the bottom? Consider the great states of Indonesia, Brazil, India and China.

Or could we become like Singapore, where to buy non-medicinal chewing gum remains a
criminal offence. A British Singapore would be a place of repressive laws which welcomed in
millionaires and other ‘high tier’ migrants but gave other immigrants only guest-worker
status at best. If those other immigrants became pregnant they would be required to leave
(guest-workers). There would be increased ethnic division, much less inter-marrying. Menial
jobs would be reserved for those from ‘lower’ racial or religious orders.



Or — be positive: " .

We reduce regional divides as Germany has; I I]-J u S t ]- C e

We reverse decline in poorer areas using immigration policy like Spain; A ye ar on,

We fund health care most were it is most needed, as in Italy; )
Conclusion

We enact policies to reduce divides as in Greece, or Austria, or Sweden;

We design our urban areas better, as is done in the Netherlands or Japan;

We consider how housing is allocated better, as in Finland and Denmark;

We study different models of planning such as in France, Belgium and Luxembourg;

We begin to recognise that people live longer also in all these countries and NZ, Australia,
Canada, Iceland, Norway and Ireland...

Unscrupulous private landlords are a minority, usually older and rich. Tenants are a very large
majority of the young and an even larger majority of the poor. We stop being duped into
borrowing money from the rich via gilts to lend to the young as student loans and instead use
the £9tn national wealth more to balance the £1.5tn national debt, not to recreate it.

We do what we did, in fits and starts, from 1918 to 1978, but in a different way. We do what
they do in all these other affluent countries. We do what the vast majority of people aspire to
do — to see their children live longer, happier, better educated and rewarding lives than them.
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