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Tax imputed rent Make second 
homes less 
attractive

Increase LHA in 
line with local 

rents

Unequal ownership of 
properties generating 

income flows and asset 
accumulation

HOUSING

Regulate the 
private rental 

market

Increase new 
affordable 
homes and 

quality of social 
housing

Housing costs 
exacerbating existing 

inequalities and poverty
Lack of affordable 

housing

Increase home 
ownership at the 
lower end of the 

distribution



 

Cost 

Cost  
(from less to more expensive) 

Policy 

Revenue neutral Tax imputed rents 
 

Low Make second homes less attractive – e.g. by increasing 
council tax on empty homes 

 

Low Regulate the private rental market introducing rent 
control 

 

High Increase new affordable homes and the quality of social 
housing 
 

High Increase LHA in line with local rents 

 

High Increase home ownership at the lower end of the 
distribution 

 

 

  



Public Support 

Support  
(from stronger to weaker support) 

Policy 

Preferences towards 
homeownership are strong across 
income groups, which emerges as a 
shared aspiration. Affordability and 
financial constraints are the main 
barriers to buying. 

Increase home ownership at the lower end of the 
distribution 
 

Recent years have seen increased 
public support for building more 
housing, which is connected to the 
increased concern with a “housing 
crisis”.  

Increase new affordable homes and the quality of social 
housing 
 

Concerns with empty homes seem to 
resonate with the public, making 
increased taxation more attractive. 
Concerns with stamp duty also seem 
to be decreasing and more people 
support the 3% stamp duty 
surcharge than oppose it. 

Make second homes less attractive – e.g. by increasing 
council tax on empty homes 

 

The public, particularly in cities like 
London, seems to view rent controls 
favourably; landlords are less 
positive, but there might be some 
support to try longer tenancies. 

Regulate the private rental market introducing rent 
control 

 

An emerging concern with the 
‘affordability crisis’, a ‘backlash 
against austerity’ and more positive 
attitudes towards welfare recipients 
may suggest positive support, but it 
is also known that the public 
generally shows greater supports for 
spending in other areas, such health 
and education. Among landlords, 
risk-averse attitudes as well as 
constraints imposed by lenders seem 
to discourage letting to LHA 
recipients.   

Increase LHA in line with local rents 

Because of strong preferences 
towards homeownership and 
general aversion for taxes on 
property, the policy would likely be 
unpopular.  

Tax imputed rents 

 

 

 

 



Political Party 

Supported by the Conservative Party 

Increase home ownership at the lower end of the distribution, via Help to Buy and Right to Buy. 

Increase new affordable homes and the quality of social housing. 

 

Supported by the Labour Party 

Increase home ownership at the lower end of the distribution, via Help to Buy but with 
restrictions on Right to Buy. 

Pledged to review whether to Increase LHA in line with local rents. 

Regulate the private rental market introducing rent control. 

Make second homes less attractive by increasing taxation on these properties. 

 

Supported by the Liberal Democrats 

Increase home ownership at the lower end of the distribution, via Help to Buy but with 
restrictions on Right to Buy.  

Increase LHA in line with local rents. 

Regulate the private rental market introducing rent control. 

Make second homes less attractive by increasing taxation on these properties. 

 

 

 


