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Cost 

Cost  
(from less to more expensive) 

Policy 

Revenue raising Increasing tax rates and allowances 

 

Low to medium depending on extent 
to which regulation or incentives are 
used. 

Regulation and incentives to reduce tax avoidance and 

evasion 

 

High Increasing social assistance and uprating 

 

High Increasing Universalism 

 

 

  



Public Support 

Support  
(from stronger to weaker support) 

Policy 

Potentially strong support. The public generally holds 
strong negative views towards tax evasion and tax 
avoidance. However, higher income groups show less 
negative attitudes than lower income groups; and 
people generally display tougher views towards 
benefit fraud than tax evasion. 

Regulation and incentives to reduce tax 

avoidance and evasion 

 

There has been a recent softening of attitudes 
towards welfare recipients, showing a ‘backlash 
against austerity’. 

Increasing social assistance and uprating 

 

Support for higher taxation and more public spending 
is at a 15 year high, but appears strongly connected to 
how tax revenue is spent. 

Increase tax rates and allowances 

 

The public are split, but there is potentially support 
for some types of progressive universalism, in 
particular for child benefits. There is growing support 
for UBI, but this much lower when the funding 
implications are explained. 

Increasing universalism 

 

  



Political Party 

Supported by the Conservative Party 

Increase tax allowances. 

Regulation and incentives to reduce tax avoidance and evasion. 

 

Supported by the Labour Party 

Increase tax rates by increasing income tax rates for top earners. 

Increasing universalism by reducing means testing and considering the feasibility of a Universal 

Basic Income. 

Increasing social assistance and uprating by reversing many of the current or planned cuts. 

Regulation and incentives to reduce tax avoidance and evasion. 

 

Supported by the Liberal Democrats 

Increase tax allowances and reverse a range of tax cuts. 

Increasing universalism by reducing means testing. 

Increasing social assistance and uprating by reversing many of the current or planned cuts. 

Regulation and incentives to reduce tax avoidance and evasion. 

 

 


