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1/4 16% 1/38

StepChange clients are single of households present as homeless single mothers in
mothers, despite accounting for to local authorities as a direct England are homeless?*
only 7% of the population™ result of domestic abuse’

* StepChange 2024 T MHCLG 2024 Shelter 2021
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households in TA are headed by single mothers earn 33% less per week
mothers with dependent children® in comparison to fathers’

*MHCLG 2025 1 ONS 2025
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Most councils in England have
housing-related debt rules

X v ®
88% 54 % 70%
have an ineligibility have a depriorisation have an ‘intent

policy linked to policy linked to to pay’ policy
housing-related debt housing-related debt

72%

of these mandate
consecutive payments
before eligibility restored



Thousands of households in TA are ineligible
for social housing due to rent arrears
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3797 437 570
households in TA ineligible for of these households include at of these households include a
social housing due to rent arrears least one child under the age of 18 child who is 2 years old or under

* Figures for December 2023



4,000 homeless families barred
from social housing...because

the’re indebt My child and I are

o S | homeless. But I'm
ittle-known rule is trapping low-income people in homelessness, =
according to an expert banned from social

s, B housing because of
debt

Alittle-known 'Kafkaesque' rule is trapping
low-income people like Orla and her daughter
in homelessness

Families with children are among those trapped in temporary accommodation (Photo: Freemixer/Getty)

ﬂ By Vicky Spratt



Less than 1in 5 councils exempt
domestic abuse victims

V)

Q4% 17%

of housing allocation policies mention specifically state that they exempt victims
domestic abuse in their policy from housing-related debt rules







NO SPACE TO RAISE CHILDREN. NO KITCH -
EN. NO SPACE TO COOK. NO SPACE FOR A BA-
BY’S COT. NO SPACE TO SLEEP. NO SPACE FOR
CHILDREN TO MOVE AROUND IN AND PLAY. NO
SPACE TO MEET DEVELOPMENTAL MILESTONES.
NO SPACE TO STUDY. NO SPACE WITHOUT
MOULD AND DAMP. NO SPACE FOR BELONG-
INGS. NO SPACE TO BE HEALTHY. NO SPACE
TO BE SAFE. NO SPACE TO BELONG. NO SPACE
TO GROW. NO SPACE TO RAISE CHILDREN. NO
KITCHEN. NO SPACE TO COOK. NO SPACE FOR
A BABY’S COT. NO SPACE TO SLEEP. NO SPACE
FOR CHILDREN TO MOVE AROUND IN AND
PLAY. NO SPACE TO MEET DEVELOPMENTAL
MILESTONES. NO SPACE TO STUDY. NO SPACE
TO BE ALONE.NO SPACE WITHOUT MOULD
AND DAMP. NO SPACE FOR BELONGINGS. NO
SPACE TO BE HEALTHY. NO SPACE TO BE SAFE.
NO SPACE TO BELONG. NO SPACE TO GROW.



Q  What are you looking for?

IKEA and Shelter
launches 'Real Life
Roomsets’, revealing
the realities of the UK
housing emergency

Together with our national charity partner, Shelter,
we have today launched ‘Real Life Roomsets'in
four IKEA stores. Alongside new research that
reveals public opinion around the housing
emergency in the UK, our new campaign aims to
raise awareness of the issue and highlight the real
living conditions of those who are forced into
temporary accommodation as a result.

LD Enter postcode

& select store
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Your space
to escape
city life




Design your perfect Wardrobe, kitchen,

living room storage or sofa,

sznfarre
Badws:
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have to pay for it

all at onfe

4b

S With our Fifiance services, we-ean he!p
"®® ¥ make your dream kitchen come to life.
U_ ss'  Scanthe QR code to apply or learn
more at IKEA.co.uk/Finance
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; K,%” IKEA'Em'ﬁeB acts as a credit brok

; and on}
Ei ly offers cr

ed:tproductsfromlkan ank ,

subject to statys. Terms and condmons apply /













